
Web Literacy building a generation of webmakers
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our first project was to keep to core 
technical building blocks of the web alive



mission

our first project was to keep to core 
technical building blocks of the web alive

by building a browser that millions of 
people around the world would love
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mission

now we’re taking our mission beyond the browser



web literacy



What do we mean by web literacy?
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this 
is what

the world
wide web
is made of
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here is 
my son 

ethan
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he also 
loves the 
web, alot
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ethan’s 
world is a

remix



it is a
remix
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tim berners lee 
wanted the web
to work like lego
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the web 
was designed 

to be lego
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i want 
ethan to 
know how
the lego
works
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this is 
what i mean by

web literacy



Why does this matter? what are the stakes?



Digital skills 
become the 
4th literacy





“Even a basic 
understanding of 
computer coding 

will help you 
understand the 

structure of your 
digital life.”



“We are already 
starting to lose 
our cutting edge.”



“We should give 
every young person 

experiences of making 
digital products rather 
than only using them.”
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56% of internet 
users already 

create or curate 
content online



this is the 
springboard for 
widespread 
web literacy

all of these workshops 
are showing early impact on one of 
three levels:

1. understanding
2. making
3. innovating

all three levels advance mozilla’s 
mission



How do we teach web literacy at scale?



“The internet has the 
ability to help youth 
develop knowledge, 
expertise, skills and 

important new 
literacies.”









[walk through a project step by step?]





+ = ?



“We want to move 
10s of millions of 

people from using 
the web to making 

the web.”



building a global web literacy movementAnd ... ?



Photo: John Lim
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40 million
Scouts and Guides 
worldwide in 2011





80 countries
700 events
10,000 people
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Web Literacy we need a generation of webmakers


