
   

The 2026 Sustainable Cities Summit 
Squaring the Green Circle: 

Climate Action, Economic Urgency, Urban Reality 
_________ 

 
Thursday, 23 April 2026 

 
CONFIRMED PARTICIPANTS 

 
 

Marouan Aammou Agricultural Development 
Policy Officer 

Ministry of Economy and 
Finance, Morocco 

Hannah Abdullah Senior Fellow, German 
Marshall Fund for Cities 

German Marshall Fund of 
the United States 

Ella Ahmas Policy Officer & Country 
Coordinator for Finland, 
Secretariat General, Reform 
and Investment Task Force 

European Commission 

Lorenza Badiello Head of Office, 
Directorate-General for 
Resources, Europe, 
Innovation and Institutions   

Emilia-Romagna Region 
Delegation to the European 
Union  

Alessandro Balboni Deputy Mayor for Public 
Works, Infrastructure, Urban 
Decorum, Road 
Maintenance, Urban 
Regeneration, Environment, 
Urban Forestry, Ferrara 
University City, Animal 
Welfare, European Projects, 
Civil Protection 

Ferrara  

Alessandra Barbieri Manager of Fund-raising 
and European Projects 
Office  

Firenze 

Inga Barisa Adviser on European Union 
Digital innovation 

Riga 

Max Beijneveld Policy Coordinator Climate Alliance 

Joshua Beuving Junior Consultant Publyon 

Tim Beyer Helm Adviser, Cabinet of the 
European Parliament's 

European Parliament 



Secretary General  

Marcella Bonanomi Senior Research Associate 
and Project Manager, 
Coordinator for URBREATH 

the Lisbon Council 

Paolo Bondavalli Programme Manager for 
Advanced Materials for 
Energy 

European Innovation 
Council (EIC) 

Els Brands-Hoehner HR Officer the Lisbon Council 

Hrvoje Butigan Minister Counsellor Permanent Representation 
of Croatia to the European 
Union 

Ian Catlow Head of Office, London’s 
European Office 

Mayor Of London 

Luis Cilimingras Senior Fellow and Head of 
the Sustainable Cities Lab; 
Partner 

the Lisbon Council; IDEO 

Karen Clements Deputy CEO, Director of 
Campaigns 

LOW Associates 

Karl-Filip Coenegrachts Executive Director Open and Agile Smart Cities 
and Communities (OASC)  

Valeria Czech Associate Representation of the State 
of North Rhine-Westphalia 
to the European Union 

Roxane Daniels Resilient Society Manager Cooperation of Dutch 
Municipalities (VNG) 

Niklas Effenberger Research Associate Fraunhofer Institute 

Edoardo Eichberg Outreach and Stakeholder 
Engagement Unit 

The Greens, European Free 
Alliance in the European 
Parliament 

Charlotte Erbach Policy Officer, New 
European Bauhaus, 
Directorate-General 
Environment 

European Commission 

Pilar Muñoz-Elena Flores Independent  

Lionel Francou Head of Sustainability Bruxelles Ville 

Francesco Fumagalli Consultant Prognos AG 

Robert Gampfer Team Leader Environmental 
Strategy, Unit for Strategy, 
Digitalisation, Better 

European Commission 



Regulation, 
Directorate-General for 
Environment 

Liza Goncharenko Urbanist, Researcher, Art 
and Ecology Research 
Group 

Royal Academy of Fine Arts 
Antwerp 

Laurence Graff Adviser for Multi-Level 
Climate Action and 
European Climate Pact, 
Directorate-General for 
Climate Action 

 European Commission 

Robert Habeck Visiting Fellow, Perry 
House; Senior Analyst; 
Former Vice-Chancellor and 
Federal Minister for 
Economic Affairs and 
Climate Action 

University of Pennsylvania; 
Danish Institute for 
International Studies; 
Germany 

Hanne Hagedorn Project Manager Green 
Economy 

Prognos AG 

Claudia Hahn Team Leader New 
European Bauhaus, Unit for 
Green Knowledge and 
Research Hub, LIFE 
Directorate-General for 
Environment 

 European Commission 

Andrea Halmos Deputy Head of Unit, 
Strategy, Digitalisation, 
Better Regulation and 
Economic Analysis, 
Directorate-General for 
Environment 

 European Commission 

Bianca Illing Scientific Advisor Prognos AG 

Emma Joynt Consultant FTI Consulting 

Lovisa Käll Associate, Strategic 
Communications 

FTI Consulting 

Helen Köpman Deputy Head of Unit for AI 
for Societal Good, 
Directorate General for 
Communications Networks, 
Content and Technology 

 European Commission 

Thure Krarup Head of Global Public 
Affairs and Policy 

Urban Partners 

Lilya Kukuruza Project and Policy Officer, European University 



Policy Coordination and 
Foresight 

Association (EUA) 

Anna Lefrancois Biodiversity Associate 
Officer 
 
 

UN Environment 
Programme Brussels 
Liaison Office to the 
European Union institutions 

Joanna Lickiewicz Project Officer, European 
Climate, Infrastructure and 
Environment Executive 
Agency (CINEA) 

European Commission 

Natividad Lorenzo Cabinet Expert, 
Commissioner in charge of 
International Partnerships 
Jozef Síkela 

European Commission 

Emmanuel Malfeyt Cluster Coordinator Ecobuild 

Evgenia Malikova Senior Advisor, Ukraine and 
Accession Countries 

the Lisbon Council 

Ricardo Marvão Founder Beta-i 

Federica Mastracchi Manes Sustainability Advocate #SustainablePublicAffairs  

Claus Müller Director for Hamburg Joint Representation of the 
City of Hamburg and the 
Federal State of 
Schleswig-Holstein in 
Brussels  

Francesco Mureddu Vice President for 
Development and Senior 
Researcher 

the Lisbon Council 

Robert Norpoth Consultant Green Economy, 
Circular Economy and 
Climate Change 

Prognos AG 

Natalia Oprea Researcher and Scientific 
Coordinator of the 
BLOSSOM project  

the Lisbon Council 

Cristina Pereira Director Digital4Planet 

Petya Pishmisheva Coordinator, Covenant of 
Mayors 

Climate Alliance 

Anna Pizzamiglio Community Lead and Policy 
Analyst 

the Lisbon Council 

Lieven Raes Smart City Advisor Digital Flanders 



Stella Reschke Scientific Advisor DLR Projektträger 

Piotr Rapacz Team Leader for Urban 
Initiatives, 
Directorate-General for 
Environment 

European Commission 

Stella Reschke Scientific Advisor DLR Projektträger 

Francesco Ricchieri Officer for International 
Relations, Sister City 
Partnerships, European 
Project Planning 

Ferrara 

Atte Riihelä Senior Specialist at Ministry 
of Transport and 
Communications; Seconded 
National 
Directorate-General for 
Climate Action 

Finland; European 
Commission 

Jeff Risom Senior Fellow the Lisbon Council 

Levi Rohland Associate, Energy and 
Climate Policy  

German Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry 
(DIHK) 

Fabian Schmidt Consultant Prognos AG 

Nikolas Schröder Advisor in the Ministry of 
Education in Saxony-Anhalt 

Representation of 
Saxony-Anhalt to the 
European Union 

Lazar Šestović Senior Country Economist, 
Economic Policy Global 
Practice 

World Bank 

Jurgen Silence Senior Project Manager Digital Flanders 

Harald Stieber Macroeconomist, 
Directorate-General for 
Economy, Transformation 
and Industry, Directorate for 
Economy and Growth 

European Parliament 

Katarzyna Szkuta Director of Strategy the Lisbon Council 

Belinda Tato Professor; Co-Founder Harvard Graduate School of 
Design; Ecosistema Urbano  

Vassilis Tsanidis Innovation Procurement 
Advisor, European 
Innovation Council 

European Commission 

Žiga Turk Vice Dean and Professor; University of Ljubljana, 



Former Minister for 
Education, Science, Culture 
and Sports  

Faculty of Civil and 
Geodetic Engineering; 
Slovenia 

Irene van Hoof Programme Manager Dutch 
Societal Innovation Hub, 
VNG Realtie 

Cooperation of Dutch 
Municipalities (VNG) 

Jorn Verbeeck Urban Strategist;  Dark Matters Lab (Madrid) 

Sophia Vlieger de Oliveira Policy Officer, New 
European Bauhaus, Joint 
Research Centre 

European Commission 

Erika von Kalben Member of the State 
Parliament of 
Schleswig-Holstein 

The Greens and 
Progressives, Germany 

Isa von Kalben Program Manager, Unit for 
Interoperability, 
Directorate-General for 
Informatics 

European Commission 

Marieke Willems Senior Research Associate 
and Project Manager, 
Coordinator of Urban-Flow 

the Lisbon Council 

Helen Würthele Associate European Office of Local 
Authorities of 
Baden-Württemberg 

Caterina Zampieri Associate Friuli Venezia Giulia Region 
Delegation to the European 
Union  

 


